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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on August 5, 2004. 
Claims 1-39 are pending in this application. 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 31 - 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
lida (5900608) in view of Simpson (6453300). 

Regarding claims 31, 33, and 34, lida discloses an information processing device 
(Column 9, lines 23 - 30) connected to other information processing devices (Column 9, 
lines 35 - 44) via a network (Column 9, lines 32 - 34), said information processing 
device comprising: first obtaining means for obtaining GUI data for specifying label 
printing conditions for applying to a recording medium from said other information 
processing devices via said network (Column 13, lines 26 - 33); display control means 
for controlling a display of a GUI based on the GUI data obtained by said first obtaining 
means (Column 1 3, lines 28 - 29); second obtaining means for obtaining said label 
printing conditions the GUI regarding which the display thereof is controlled by said 
display control means (Column 1 3, lines 45 - 50), said label printing conditions 
including information on printing on a label one or more of a title piece number, an artist 
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name, and playing time (Column 10, lines 44 - 59);and requesting means for requesting 
printing of said label, to said other information processing devices via said network, 
under said label printing conditions obtained by said second obtaining means (Column 
14, lines 49 - 53); but lida does not explicitly indicate that the label printing conditions 
are customizable enough to print things other than the title piece number, an artist 
name, and playing time. Simpson teaches a system which creates customized cd's 
online and allows the user to personalize the label/jewel case that included with the CD 
to allow the user to customize the default information taken from the contents of the CD 
(Column 9, lines 29 - 31 ) and it allows the users to change the default information and 
add personalized messages and text (Column 9, lines 15 - 35). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
Simpson's customizing options in a CD creation and shipment process on lida's system 
in order to more efficiently tailor the design and contents of the label for the individual 
creating it or receiving it (Column 1 , lines 41 - 47). 

Regarding claims 35, 37, and 38, lida discloses an information processing device 
(Column 9, lines 35 - 44) connected to other information processing devices (Column 9, 
lines 23 - 30) via a network (Column 9, lines 32 - 34), said information processing 
device comprising: transmitting means for transmitting data of GUI specifying printing 
conditions for a label for applying to a recording medium, to said other information 
processing devices via said network (Column 13, lines 26 - 33); obtaining means for 
obtaining said printing conditions through said GUI from said other information 
processing devices via said network (Column 13, lines 45 - 50). said label printing 
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conditions including information on printing on a label one or more of a title piece 
number, an artist name, and playing time (Column 10, lines 44-59) : and printing 
means for printing said label under said printing conditions obtained by said obtaining 
means, in the event that there is a request for printing said label, from said other 
information processing devices via said network (Column 14, lines 49 - 53) but lida 
does not explicitly indicate that the label printing conditions are customizable enough to 
print things other than the title piece number, an artist name, and playing time. Simpson 
teaches a system which creates customized cd's online and allows the user to 
personalize the label/jewel case that included with the CD to allow the user to customize 
the default information taken from the contents of the CD (Column 9, lines 29 - 31) and 
it allows the users to change the default information and add personalized messages 
and text (Column 9, lines 15 - 35). It would have'been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to use Simpson's customizing options in a 
CD creation and shipment process on lida's system in order to more efficiently tailor the 
design and contents of the label for the individual creating it or receiving it (Column 1, 
lines 41 -47). 

Regarding claims 32 and 36, the combination of lida and Simpson discloses an 
information processing device according to Claim 31, wherein said recording medium is 
a CD-R, MD, or semiconductor memory (Column 1, lines 14-17). 

Regarding claim 39, lida discloses an information processing system wherein a 
first information processing device (Column 9, lines 23 - 30) and a second information 
processing device (Column 9, lines 35 - 44) are connected via a network (Column 9, 
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lines 32 - 34); wherein said first information processing device comprises: first obtaining 
means for obtaining GUI data for specifying label printing conditions for applying to a 
recording medium from said second information processing device via said network 
(Column 13, lines 26 - 33); display control means for controlling the display of GUI 
based on the GUI data obtained by said first obtaining means (Column 13, lines 28 - 
29); second obtaining means for obtaining said label printing conditions through the GUI 
regarding which the display thereof is controlled by said display control means (Column 
13, lines 45 - 50), said label printing conditions including information on printing on a 
label one or more of a title piece number, an artist name, and playing time (Column 10, 
lines 44 - 59) ; and requesting means for requesting printing of said label, to said 
second information processing device via said network, under said label printing 
conditions obtained by said second obtaining means (Column 1 4, lines 49 - 53); and 
wherein said second information processing device comprises: transmitting means for 
transmitting data of GUI specifying label printing conditions for applying to a recording 
medium, to said first information processing device via said network (Column 13, lines 
26 - 33); third obtaining means for obtaining conditions input based on said GUI from 
said first information processing device via said network (Column 13, lines 45 - 50); and 
printing means for printing said label under said printing conditions obtained by said 
third obtaining means, in the event that there is a request for printing said label, from 
said first information processing device via said network (Column 14, lines 49 - 53) but 
lida does not explicitly indicate that the label printing conditions are customizable 
enough to print things other than the title piece number, an artist name, and playing 
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time. Simpson teaches a system which creates customized cd's online and allows the 
user to personalize the label/jewel case that included with the CD to allow the user to 
customize the default information taken from the contents of the CD (Column 9, lines 29 
- 31 ) and it allows the users to change the default information and add personalized 
messages and text (Column 9, lines 15 - 35). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use Simpson's customizing 
options in a CD creation and shipment process on lida's system in order to more 
efficiently tailor the design and contents of the label for the individual creating it or 
receiving it (Column 1 , lines 41 - 47). 

Claims 1, 3-7, 9, 11-16, 18-22, and 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over lida in view of Keller (6172948). 

Regarding claims 1, 5, and 6, lida discloses an information processing device 
(Column 9, lines 23 - 30) connected to other information processing devices (Column 9, 
lines 35 - 44) via a network (Column 9, lines 32 - 34), said information processing 
device comprising: information specifying means for specifying information of which 
providing is to be received (Column 10, lines 43 - 52); notifying means for notifying said 
other information processing devices via said network of said information specified by 
said information specifying means (Column 14, lines 24 - 33); and requesting means for 
requesting said other information processing devices to record said information 
specified by said information specifying means to a recording medium (Column 14, lines 
35 - 47), but lida does not explicitly indicate an obtaining means for obtaining capacity 
information relating to the capacity of said information notified by said notifying means 
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from said other information processing devices via said network and display control 
means for controlling display of said capacity information obtained by said obtaining 
means. Keller teaches an obtaining means for obtaining capacity information relating to 
the capacity of said information notified by said notifying means from a database 
provided in said other information processing devices via said network (Column 12, 
lines 64 - 67; Column 15, lines 52 - 57) and display control means for controlling 
display of said capacity information obtained by said obtaining means (Column 15, lines 
52 - 57; Column 16, lines 1 - 5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use Keller's teaching of notifying and 
displaying the capacity information of the selected information in lida's information 
system in order for the system to know the size of specified information in relation to the 
available size on the recordable medium (Column 15, line 52 - Column 16, line 5). 

Regarding claim 3, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses said 
information of which providing is received from said other information processing 
devices contains music information (lida, Column 2, lines 9-14); and wherein said 
capacity information contains playing time of the information (Keller, Column 16, line 1 - 
2) 

Regarding claims 7.,. 1.3, and 1.4, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses 
an information processing device (lida, Column 9, lines 35 - 44) connected to other 
information processing devices (lida, Column 9, lines 23 - 30) via a network (lida, 
Column 9, lines 32 -34), said information processing device comprising: first obtaining 
means for obtaining specifying information which specifies provided information, from 
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said other information processing devices via said network (lida, Column 10, lines 43 - 
52); second obtaining means for obtaining capacity information relating to the capacity 
of said provided information corresponding to said specifying information obtained by 
said first obtaining means from a database (Keller, Column 12, lines 64 - 67; Column 
15, lines 52 - 57); notifying means for notifying said other information processing 
devices via said network of said capacity information obtained by said second obtaining 
means (Keller, Column 15, lines 52-57; Column 16, lines 1 -5); third obtaining means 
for obtaining said provided information corresponding to said specifying information 
obtained by said first obtaining means (lida, Column 14, lines 40 - 45); and recording 
means for recording said provided information obtained by said third obtaining means to 
a recording medium (lida, Column 14, lines 45 - 47). 

Regarding claim 9, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses that the 
computing means for computing the total of the capacity of said provided information 
corresponding to said specifying information obtained by said first obtaining means 
(Keller, Column 16, lines 1 -5); wherein said notifying means notifies said other 
information processing devices of the total of the capacity of said provided information, 
computed by said computing means (Keller, Column 16, lines 1 - 5). 

Regarding claim 11, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses that the 
provided information to be provided to said other information processing devices 
contains music information (lida, Column 2, lines 9-14); and wherein said capacity 
information contains playing time of the information (Keller, Column 16, lines 1 - 5). 
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Regarding claim 15, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses an 
information providing system wherein a first information processing device (lida, Column 

9, lines 23 - 30) and a second information processing device (lida, Column 9, lines 35 - 
44) are mutually connected via a network (lida, Column 9, lines 32 - 34); wherein said 
first information processing device comprises: information specifying means for 
specifying provided information (lida, Column 1 0, lines 43 - 52); first notifying means for 
notifying said second information processing device via said network of said provided 
information specified by said information specifying means (lida, Column 14, lines 24 - 
33); first obtaining means for obtaining capacity information relating to the capacity of 
said provided information notified by said first notifying means from a database provide 
in said second information processing device via said network (Keller, Column 12, lines 
64 - 67; Column 15, lines 52 - 57); display control means for controlling display of said 
capacity information obtained by said first obtaining means (Column 15, lines 52 - 57; 
Column 16, lines 1 -5); and requesting means for requesting said second information 
processing device to record said provided information specified by said information 
specifying means to a recording medium (lida, Column 14, lines 35-47); and wherein 
said second information processing device comprises: second obtaining means for 
obtaining specifying information which specifies said provided information (lida, Column 

10, lines 43 - 52), from said first information processing device via said network third 
obtaining means for obtaining capacity information relating to the capacity of said 
provided information corresponding to said specifying information obtained by said 
second obtaining means from a database (Keller, Column 12, lines 64 — 67; Column 
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15, lines 52 - 57); second notifying means for notifying said first information processing 
device via said network of said capacity information obtained by said third obtaining 
means (Keller, Column 15, lines 52-57; Column 16, lines 1 - 5); fourth obtaining 
means for obtaining said provided information corresponding to said specifying 
information obtained by said second obtaining means (lida, Column 14, lines 40-45); 
and recording means for recording said provided information obtained by said fourth 
obtaining means to said recording medium (lida, Column 14, lines 45 - 47). 

Regarding claims 16, 20, and 21, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses 
an information processing device (lida, Column 9, lines 23 - 30) connected to other 
information processing devices (lida, Column 9, lines 35 - 44) via a network (lida, 
Column 9, lines 32 - 34), said information processing device comprising: transmitting 
means for transmitting specifying information for specifying information for which 
notification of capacity is desired, to said other information processing devices via said 
network (Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 57); obtaining means for obtaining capacity 
information relating to the capacity of said information corresponding to said specifying 
information transmitted by said transmitting means, from a database provide in said 
other information processing devices via said network (Keller, Column 12, lines 64 - 67; 
Column 15, lines 52 - 57); and display control means for controlling the display of said 
capacity information obtained by said obtaining means (Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 
57; Column 16, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 4 and 18, lida discloses that the recording medium is a CD-R, 
MD, or semiconductor memory (Column 1, lines 14-17). . 
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Regarding claim 19, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses that the 
information specified by said specifying information contains music information (lida, 
Column 2, lines 9 - 14); and wherein said capacity information contains playing time of 
said music (Keller, Column 16, lines 1 - 5). 

Regarding claim 22, 28, and 29 lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses an 
information processing device (lida, Column 9, lines 35-44) connected to other 
information processing devices (lida, Column 9, lines 23 - 30) via a network (lida, 
Column 9, lines 32-34), said information processing device comprising: first obtaining 
means for obtaining specifying information for specifying the information regarding 
which notification of capacity is desired, from said other information processing devices 
via said network (Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 57); second obtaining means for 
obtaining capacity information relating to the capacity of said information corresponding 
to said specifying information obtained by said first obtaining means from a database 
(Keller, Column 12, lines 64-67; Column 15, lines 52- 57); and notifying means for 
notifying said capacity information obtained by said second obtaining means to said 
other information processing devices via said network (Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 57; 
Column 16, lines 1 - 5). 

Regarding claims 12 and 24, lida discloses that the recording medium is a CD-R, 
MD, or semiconductor memory (Column 1, lines 14-17). 

Regarding claim 25, lida discloses that the comprising computing means for 
computing the total of the capacity of the information for which notification of capacity is 
desired corresponding to said specifying information obtained by said first obtaining 
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means (Column 6, lines 42 - 45), and the remaining time wherein said information for 
which notification of capacity is desired corresponding to said specifying information 
obtained by said first obtaining means can be recorded on said recording medium 
(Column 7, lines 8-11); wherein said notifying means notifies the total of the capacity 
of the information for which notification of capacity is desired which has been computed 
by said computing means (Column 6, lines 46 - 51 ), and also the remaining time 
wherein said information can be recorded on said recording medium, to said other 
information processing devices (Column 7, line 66 - Column 8, line 3). 

Regarding claim 26, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses that the 
comprising computing means for computing the total of the capacity of the information 
for which notification of capacity is desired corresponding to said specifying information 
obtained by said first obtaining means (Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 57); wherein said 
notifying means also notifies the total of the capacity of the information for which 
notification of capacity is desired, which has been computed by said computing means, 
to said other information processing devices (Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 57; Column 
16, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 27, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses information of 
which notification of capacity is desired contains music information ( lida, Column 2, 
lines 9-14); and wherein said capacity information contains playing time of said music 
(Keller, Column 16, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 30, lida combined with Keller's teaching discloses an 
information processing system wherein a first information processing device (lida, 
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Column 9, lines 23 - 30) and a second information processing device (lida, Column 9, 
lines 35 - 44) are mutually connected via a network (lida, Column 9, lines 32 - 34); 
wherein said first information processing device comprises: transmitting means for 
transmitting specifying information for specifying information for which notification of 
capacity is desired, to said second information processing device via said network 
(Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 57); first obtaining means for obtaining capacity 
information relating to the capacity of said information corresponding to said specifying 
information transmitted by said transmitting means, from a database provided in said 
second information processing device via said network (Keller, Column 12, lines 64 - 
67; Column 15, lines 52 - 57); and display control means for controlling the display of 
said capacity information obtained by said first obtaining means (Keller, Column 15, 
lines 52 - 57; Column 16, lines 1 - 5); and wherein said second information processing 
device comprises: second obtaining means for obtaining specifying information for 
specifying the information regarding which notification of capacity is desired, from said 
first information processing device via said network (Keller, Column 15, lines 52 - 57); 
third obtaining means for obtaining capacity information relating to the capacity of said 
information corresponding to said specifying information obtained by said second 
obtaining means (Keller, Column 12, lines 64 - 67; Column 15, lines 52 - 57) from said 
database : and notifying means for notifying said capacity information obtained by said 
third obtaining means to said first information processing device via said network 
(Keller, Column 1 5, lines 52 - 57; Column 1 6, lines 1-5). 
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Claims 2, 8, 10, 17, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over lida in view of Keller as applied to claims 1, 3-7, 9, 11-16, 18-22, 
and 24-30 above, and further in view of Saeki (6597862). 

Regarding claims 2, 8 and 17, lida combined with Keller's does not explicitly 
disclose that a recording medium specifying means for specifying said recording 
medium medium from said other information processing devices via said network. 
Saeki teaches a recording medium specifying means for specifying said recording 
medium (Saeki, Column 9, lines 47 - 55) wherein said transmitting means also 
transmits said recording medium specified by said recording medium specifying means 
to said other information processing devices (Saeki, Column 9, lines 47 - 55). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to use Saeki's teaching of specifying the desired recording medium in order to be able 
to manage a group of recording mediums and have device be able to pick and choose 
among that group which device is the best option for recording (Saeki, Column 2, lines 
48-61). 

Regarding claims 10 and 23, lida combined with Keller and Saeki discloses that 
the computing means further computes the remaining time wherein said provided 
information corresponding to said specifying information obtained by said first obtaining 
means can be recorded on said recording medium (Saeki, Column 7, lines 8-11); and 
wherein said notifying means also notifies said other information processing devices of 
the total capacity of said provided information and time capable of recording, computed 
by said computing means (Saeki, Column 7, line 66 - Column 8, line 3). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 24, 2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Regarding the argument to claim 1 , the applicant argues that the teaching, Keller, 
does not have an obtaining means for obtaining capacity information relating to the 
capacity of information notified by notifying means from a database provided in other 
information. The examiner disagrees, in order for Keller to display capacity information 
to the user (Column 15, lines 52 - 65) about the songs selected, it has to obtain that 
information from the storage structure (Column 12, line 64 - Column 13, line 1) and 
send, transmit, inform the displaying control about that information in order for it to be 
displayed on the display device, thus inherently having to notify the display device about 
the information obtained from the database. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 31-39 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
0633. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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KB 

September 28, 2004 



